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Does Your Facility Have a Water Management Program (WMP) ?

Potable water

Hot tubs

Cooling towers

Decorative fountains 4



What are you going to do if?

ÅYou have a positive legionella case or other water borne disease?

ÅYou have a construction project planned? 
ÅAny construction can impact your water distribution system.

ÅYou need some emergency construction/repair?

ÅWatermain Break?

ÅBoil water notice?

ÅWater is shut off to the building for fire protection maintenance? 
ÅDepressurize the water distribution system! Repressurize the water distribution system!

ÅStreet construction that vibrates your building?

ÅWater being used for dust control.

ÅWater age/low census/ flushing program?

ÅHealth care appliances?

ÅIdentifying other hazards!  A future class.
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What is a WMP?

ÅWater management program: the risk management plan for 
the prevention and control of legionellosis associated with 
building water systems, including documentation of the 
ǇƭŀƴΩǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ

ÅProgram documents: procedures, work instructions, 
specifications, and records for all activities of the Program, 
established or collected by the Program Team and residing 
in one or more locations and formats.
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What is the purpose and goals of water 
management program?
ÅRisk management of the facilities domestic cold and hot water 

systems.

ÅRisk management for other types of sources of water that can be 
aerosolized. 
ÅHot tubs

ÅHealthcare Appliances

ÅDecorative Fountains

ÅIce Machines

ÅOthers! (Yes, think about it.)          

ÅTo eliminate water as a contributing factor of illness in your facility.
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Who needs WMPs?

ÅLegionellosis risk management for building water systems.
ÅExamples, including but not limited to: 
ÅHospitals 

ÅSNF

ÅCBRF & Hospice

ÅHealthcare facilities where there are people of compromised immune systems

ÅHotels/Lodging/Time Share

ÅDorms

ÅSchools

ÅOther public buildings

8



What type of facilities are required to 
have a WMP?

SC17-30.Legionella_Risks in Healthcare.Revised6-09-17 (cms.gov)

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

QSO17-30-18 (cms.gov)

Regulations & Guidance | CMS

Home - Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services | CMS
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https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-Certification/SurveyCertificationGenInfo/Downloads/Survey-and-Cert-Letter-17-30.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-Certification/SurveyCertificationGenInfo/Downloads/QSO17-30-HospitalCAH-NH-REVISED-.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Regulations-and-Guidance?redirect=/home/regsguidance.asp
https://www.cms.gov/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/legionellosis.htm/#hcp
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CMS Memo (continued)
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CMS Memo (continued)
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CMS Memo (continued)
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CMS Memo (continued)
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CMS Memo (continued)
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CMS Memo (continued)
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CMS Memo (continued)
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Why are WMPs important?

https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/about/history.html
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Wisconsin Trend
Laboratory-confirmed cases, Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System
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Legionella

60+ species and 70+ serotypes are 
recognized.

1/3 of these species are associated 
with disease

Legionella pneumophila serogroup 
1 is most commonly associated 
with disease.
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Legionellosis

[ŜƎƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜǎΩ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ 

Severe type of pneumonia

Pontiac fever 

Mild febrile illness

Extrapulmonary legionellosis

Infection at sites outside the lungs
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Clinical Features

[ŜƎƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜǎΩ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜPontiac fever

Signs and symptoms Pneumonia

Cough, fever, muscle aches, 
shortness of breath, chest pain, 
headache, confusion, diarrhea

No pneumonia

Mild, self-limiting illness with 
fever and muscle aches
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